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James 1:27       Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 20-23 
 
Before every meeting we have at St. John Paul II Parish we have  
   a faith sharing program called The First Fifteen. 
One of the readings for the upcoming weekend Mass is read  
   and then there are some reflection questions that invite the participants  
     in the meeting to share a little reflection on what message 
         they have received from the reading.  
 
Because I go to a lot of meetings here in the parish,  
   I participated in The First Fifteen three different times this week. 
And each time the discussion turned toward the recent scandals  
    going on in our Church. And it is hard not to.  
The anger, and hurt, and confusion and disappointment are real. 
 
Last weekend I attended the 40th Anniversary Conference of PTPA. 
  PTPA stands for the Parish Twinning Program of the Americas. 
It was a great conference and I was very glad to be a part of it. 
   However, I would have liked to have preached on the question 
      Jesus asked his apostles last weekend: Do you want to leave too? 
 
Because this week I have fielded emails and texts  
  and had numerous conversations with people who did want to leave,  
     or at least had thoughts of leaving. 
 
And if I were to be totally honest with all of you I’ve had those thoughts myself. 
     I think to some degree or another all of us have.   
       Please don’t mishear me…I don’t plan to leave the Church. 
And one of the main reasons I don’t is all of you. 
 
As we talked about all this throughout the last couple of weeks  
  I have been amazed at the faith that I have heard expressed by many of our laity. 
 
One of our priests last weekend spoke about similar conversations he had had 
   with his own parishioners and when asked why they stay,  
    these were some of their responses.  
 

• People will sometimes let you down, but your faith will never do that. 



• I stay in the Church because I have witnessed the power of the Sacraments  
in my life and in the life of my family. Our Sacraments are real… 
   And they are powerful. 

• When I think about all that is going on in the church right now I think also 
about my wedding vows. Our vows included these words…In good times 
and in bad, in sickness and in health. For me those vows apply also to my 
relationship with the Church. It’s a bad time. She is sick right now but I 
can’t abandon her. I’ll stay and maybe through my prayers and actions, I’ll 
help her get well again. 

• The Church and her teachings are a part of everything that I am; they are 
woven into my being. If I were to leave right now, especially in light of the 
problems discovered in the last few years, it would be like leaving my 
family when it needs me the most. 

 
Those are powerful words. They give me hope. 
   And those words do not come from popes and bishops and priests. 
They come from people who sit in the pews. People like you. People of faith. 
 
You know time and time again in the gospels Jesus warned us to be cautious of 
Church leaders. He does so in our gospel today. 
 
He also challenged us to get our own houses in order. 
   To make sure that we were living lives worthy of emulation. 
 
A few years ago, when Archabbot Lambert was archabbot at St. Meinrad, 
   There was a situation in which on the members of the seminary staff 
      was caught in  a compromising situation. 
           He was arrested and jailed. 
Archabbot Lambert was asked about it at a clergy gathering and he said this: 
   “His public sin is our private sin.”  
I think what he meant by that is not that each of us is guilty of the same thing,  
    in this case the same crime, but that who among us would not be horribly 
ashamed if everything we had ever done in our lives was brought out into the light. 
 
We are a Church of sinners.  
   And we are led by men who are sinners. 
     But let us not forget that not every pope, not every cardinal,  
       not every bishop, not every priest, not every baptized Christian  
         has participated in this scandal and its cover up; 
But it is now the responsibility of every pope, every bishop, every priest,  



   and every baptized Christian to be a part of the solution. 
Some will be part of the solution through their resignations;  
   some through their ministry to victims;  
     some will be part of the solution through their work for accountability;  
       and some through their prayers. 
 
Peter answered Jesus last week, “Lord where would we go?  
    You have the words of everlasting life.” 
 
Some years ago, I had a friend who went out searching for a different Church. 
  And he would be with this denomination for a while…. 
     and then something would happen and he would leave… 
       then he would go to this church for a bit 
       and something would happen and he would leave there.  
Finally after repeating this several times another friend said to him: 
   Jim, if you ever find the perfect Church, don’t join it… 
     Because if you do, it won’t be perfect any more. 
 
My friends, God is with us in the pain, and hurt and anger  
    and confusion of this time. 
It’s more than obvious that we are not a perfect Church. 
   But I am convinced of this, and I say this to each one of you here today… 
     We are a better Church because you are here, 
       then we can ever possibly be if you leave. 
 
Did you hear that description of a pure religion  
   found in our letter of St. James today? 
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God is this:” St. James writes. 
   “To care for orphans and widows in their afflictions and to keep oneself 
        unstained by the world.” 
Let’s be that type of Church. 
   Let’s be that type of religion. 
 
Let us build ourselves into holy people. 
   And together, as holy people, 
       build our parish into a community of true disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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